CURRICULUM VITAE MELIH VAROL
Melihvarol999@hotmail.com

  
EDUCATION
Kadir Has University – Istanbul, Turkey 
Ph.D. Psychological Sciences (September 2023 – Present)
CGPA: 4.00/4.00 (High Honor)
Status: Post-comprehensive, in progress
Kadir Has University – Istanbul, Turkey 
M.A. Psychological Sciences (September 2021 – July 2023)
Thesis: The effect of the 2023 Türkiye – Syria Earthquake on cooperative behaviors and intentions
GPA: 4.00/4.00 (Graduated with High Honor)
Istanbul University – Istanbul, Turkey
B.A. Anthropology (September 2021 – Present)
CGPA: 3.71/4.00 (High Honor) 
Thesis (In Biological Anthropology): Moral behaviors of primates 
Istanbul University – Istanbul, Turkey 
B.A. Psychology (September 2016 – August 2020) 
GPA: 3.77/4.00 (Graduated with High Honor)

RESEARCH INTERESTS
Moral judgment and behavior; prosociality and cooperation; psychological responses to disasters and collective threats; interdisciplinary approaches integrating psychology and anthropology; political psychology and morality.

BOOKS & BOOK CHAPTERS
Varol, M., Velioğlu, I., & Yılmaz, O. (in press). The effect of different threat types on political attitude and prosociality. In Social Psychological Insights into Current Morality Topics. İstanbul: İstanbul Üniversitesi Yayınevi.



PUBLICATIONS IN NATIONAL JOURNALS
Atik, Ş., & Varol, M. (2019). Investigation of university students with respect to gender identity and sexual orientation within the context of Schweder’s big three ethics. IBAD Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, Special Issue, 232-243. doi: 10.21733/ibad.613674

OTHER PUBLICATIONS
Varol, M. (2021). The relation of mental disorders and crime: Schizophrenia example. ONTO
Online Psikoloji Dergisi, 20, 28-34. [In Turkish]
Varol, M. (2019). A debate of objectivity and subjectivity: knowledge, individual, and society.
ONTO Online Psikoloji Dergisi, 17, 20-24. [In Turkish]
Varol, M. (2019). A critical approach to family. Mor Psikoloji, 3, 22-26. [In Turkish]

MANUSCRIPTS
Aydaş, B., Bayrak, F., Velioglu, İ., Varol, M., Dogruyol, B., Dogulu, C., Isler, O., Alper, S., & Yilmaz, O. (under review). Subjective and objective risk perceptions differentially predict generosity and cooperation in earthquake context.
Varol, M., Velioglu, İ., Bayrak, F., Aktar, B., Dogruyol, B., Isler, O., Gaechter, S., & Yilmaz, O. (in preparation). Shaken ground, shifting minds: How the 2023 Türkiye–Syria earthquakes transformed moral behavior and intentions.
Varol, M., Velioglu, İ., Bayrak, F., Dogruyol, B., Isler, O., Dogulu, C., Alper, S., Gaechter, S., & Yilmaz, O. (in preparation). The effect of different framings of earthquake threat on prosociality.
Varol, M., & Yilmaz, O. (in preparation). The evolution of morality in primates: A dual inheritance perspective.
Varol, M., & Yilmaz, O. (in preparation). Unveiling the WEIRD challenge: Navigating cultural bias in research and advancing inclusive perspectives.

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS
Varol, M., Yılmaz, O., Velioğlu, İ., Bayrak, F., Aktar, B., İşler, O., Doğruyol, B., & Gächter, S. (October, 2025). Shaken Ground, Shifting Minds: How the 2023 Earthquakes Transformed Moral Behavior and Intentions. Research presented at The Social & Moral Brain Seminar, Gent University, Gent.
Yılmaz, O., Velioğlu, İ., & Varol, M. (July, 2024). Differential Impacts of Ecologically Valid Collective Threats on Moral Judgement and Behavior in a Non-WEIRD Context. Research presented at Fur ‘24 Conference, University of Queensland, Brisbane.

NATIONAL RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS
Varol, M., Velioglu, İ., Bayrak, F., Alper, S., Dogulu, C. Dogruyol, B., Isler, O. & Yilmaz, O. (October, 2025). Can Moral Messages Encourage Cooperation? Research presented at the 22nd National Psychology Congress: Changing Society, Changing Individual, Uludağ University, Bursa.
Varol, M., Velioglu, İ., Bayrak, F., Alper, S., Dogruyol, B., Gaechter, S., & Yilmaz, O. (October, 2025). The Psychology of Disaster: The Impacts of the Turkey–Syria Earthquakes on Human Attitudes and Behaviors. Research presented at the 22nd National Psychology Congress: Changing Society, Changing Individual, Uludağ University, Bursa.
Varol, M., Yılmaz, O., Velioğlu, İ., Bayrak, F., İşler, O., Doğruyol, B., & Gächter, S. (May, 2025). Between Intention and Action: Prosocial Responses to Earthquake-Induced Crisis. Research presented at Workshop on Trust and Cognition, Özyeğin University, İstanbul.
Yılmaz, O., Velioğlu İ., Varol, M., Doğruyol, B., & Gachter, S. (December, 2024). The Impact of Terror and Earthquake Threats on Human Moral Judgment and Behaviors. Research presented at the V. Social Psychology Conference, University of Başkent, Ankara.
Varol, M., Yılmaz, O., Velioğlu, İ., Bayrak, F., Aktar, B., Aydaş, B., Alper, S., İşler, O., Doğulu, C., Doğruyol, B., & Gächter, S. (November, 2023). The Effects of 2023 Türkiye-Syria Earthquakes on Prosociality. Research presented at the SPAUS2: II. National Symposium on Morality Studies in Social Psychology, İstanbul University, İstanbul.
Velioğlu, İ., Varol, M., Bayrak, F., Doğulu, C., Alper, S., Doğruyol, B., İşler, & Yılmaz, O. (October, 2022). Subjective and objective risk perception of earthquake and morality as cooperation. Research presented at the 21st annual meeting of the National Psychology Conference, Doğuş University, İstanbul.

GRANTS, HONORS & SCHOLARSHIPS

2023-Present: TUBITAK3005: “Longitudinal Test of the Relationship between Moral Judgements and Moral Behavior” - Project Grant 
2023-Present: Kadir Has University Full Tuition Waiver for PhD
2023: Graduated with high honors from Kadir Has University Psychology Department (M.A.)
2022-2023: TUBITAK1001: “Cooperation and the Threat of Earthquake” – Project Grant
2021-2023: Kadir Has University Full Tuition Waiver for the Master’s Degree
2020: Graduated with high honors from Istanbul University Psychology Department (B.A.)

TEACHING EXPERIENCES

Kadir Has University Psychology Department (September 2021 - now)
  Teaching Assistant, Kadir Has University (Sept 2021 – Present)
  PSY502 Advanced Research Methods and Data Analysis II (Spring 2025)
  PSY602 Advanced and Multivariate Statistical Methods (Spring 2025)
  KHAS112 Thinking Mathematically (Spring 2024)
  Responsibilities:
  Assisted in course management, grading, and student communication.
 Oversaw undergraduate and graduate-level examinations (administration, supervision, logistics).
  Evaluated internship candidates for MINT Lab (review, grading, interviewing).

RESEARCH EXPERIENCES
Project Coordinator, MINT Lab, Kadir Has University (June 2025 – Present)
Managed TÜBİTAK ARDEB registrations, coordinated administrative processes, and oversaw project documentation.
Research Assistant, MINT Lab, Kadir Has University (Sept 2021 – Present)
Led multiple studies under TÜBİTAK projects (1001, 3005).
Designed manipulations and Qualtrics surveys, prepared pre-registration, proposed hypotheses, collected and analyzed data.
Trained undergraduate assistants in data analysis and research methodology.
Participated in regular lab presentations, book discussions, and group research meetings.
Research Assistant (Volunteer), Social Psychology Department, Istanbul University (Jan – May 2019)
Conducted literature reviews, transcriptions, and assisted in dissertation research (Construction of Womanhood and Motherhood).
Contributed to projects on voluntary childlessness, political psychology, and morality in children.

SKILLS
Microsoft Office (Excel, Word, and PowerPoint)
SPSS 
JASP 
JAMOVI 
Psytoolkit: Online survey and experiment coding toolkit 
R: Operational - Operational knowledge about some tasks related to research such as conducting correlations, basic/multiple regression, ANOVA, moderation analysis, equivalence testing, sampling, bootstrapping, data visualization and data wrangling 
G* Power: Power analysis  
MPlus: Structural Equation Modelling & Factor Analysis 
Qualitative Research Methods: Content and thematic analyses, qualitative interviews and observation.
Anthropometric Measurements (operational level): A variety of anthropometric measurements such as height, weight, skinfold thickness, head circumference and length of limbs. 

LANGUAGES
Turkish (Native Language) 
English (Advanced – C1) 
Spanish (Pre-Intermediate – A2)
