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Ph.D., 1973, University of California, Berkeley (Psychology) 
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 TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

Sept. 2018-present: Emeritus Professor, Department of Psychology, Istanbul Bilgi University, 

Istanbul, Turkey 

Sept. 2002-Sept. 2018: Professor, Department of Psychology, Istanbul Bilgi University, 

Istanbul, Turkey 

2002-present:  Adjunct Professor, Department of Psychology, Boğaziçi University, Istanbul 

April-June 2013:  Visiting Scholar, Department of Anthropology, University of California, 

Los Angeles 

1993-2002: Professor, Department of Psychology, Boğaziçi University, Istanbul 

Jan.-May 2000: Visiting Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Michigan, Ann 

Arbor, Michigan 

1994-1995:  Visiting Professor, Department of Psychology, Whittier College, Whittier, 

California 

1987-1993:  Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, Boğaziçi University, Istanbul, 

Turkey 

1979-1987:  Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, Boğaziçi University, Istanbul 

1982-1990:  Part-time Instructor in Psychology, University of Maryland University College, 
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1972-1979: Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Middle East Technical 

University, Ankara, Turkey 

1971-1972:  Instructor, Department of Psychology, California State University, Fullerton 

1967-1970:  Teaching Assistant, Department of Psychology, University of California, 

Berkeley 

 



Courses taught include the following: Social Psychology (introductory, advanced, and 

graduate levels); Developmental Social Psychology (graduate); Developmental Psychology; 

Adolescent Psychology; Evolutionary Psychology; Human Nature; Social Psychology of 

Morality; Justice and Morality in Evolutionary Perspective; Culture and Social Behavior; 

Culture and Personality; History and Systems of Psychology; Introductory Psychology; 

Psychology of Personality; Research Methods; Advanced Research Methods; Applied 

Research; Introductory Statistics; Literature Review.  

 

ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION 

 

2012-2018: Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities representative to Academic Council 

(University Senate), Istanbul Bilgi University 

2010-2012:  Dean, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Istanbul Bilgi University 

2010-2014:  Member, Ethics Board (Institutional Review Board), Istanbul Bilgi University 

2002-2011 and 2013-2014: Chair, Department of Psychology, Istanbul Bilgi University 

2007-2009:  Professorial representative, University Executive Committee, Istanbul Bilgi 

University 

2002-2009 and 2014-2015:  Professorial representative, Faculty Executive Committee, 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Istanbul Bilgi University 

1998-2001: Director, Boğaziçi University Center for Psychological Research and 

Applications (BUPAM). 

1996-2002: Professorial representative, Faculty Academic Council, Faculty of Arts and 

Sciences, Boğaziçi University. 

1980-1982:  Coordinator, Psychology Section, Department of Social Sciences, Boğaziçi 

University.  Course and budget planning for the section, other administrative duties. 

1978-1979:  Vice-Chairperson of the Department and coordinator for the Psychology Section, 

Department of Social Sciences, Middle East Technical University. 
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1999-2002:  Director, Individual Differences in Justice Judgments.  Sponsored by Boğaziçi 
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1996-1997:  Director, Personality Characteristics and Bases of Self Esteem.  Sponsored by 

Boğaziçi University Research Fund. 

1994-1995:  Director, Self Concept and Self Esteem in Turkish Culture.  Turkish portion of a 

14-nation study of cultural variations in self concept and self esteem.  Sponsored by 
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1992-1993:  Director, Intergenerational Differences in Child Rearing Practices in Istanbul 

Families.  Continuation of 1988-90 project described below.   Project sponsored by 
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1991-1992:  Associate Director, Followup Study of Effects of Comprehensive Preschool 

Intervention, Boğaziçi University.  Project sponsored by MEAWARDS to study the 

cognitive, educational, and social effects of preschool intervention, including mother 

training, with a disadvantaged urban sample, six years after the intervention (see original 

project description below).  Interviews and testing with 217 families.  Project directed by 

Çiğdem Kağıtçıbaşı, Diane Sunar, and Sevda Bekman. 

1988-1990:  Director, Study of Turkish Child-Rearing Practices, Boğaziçi University.  A 

study of three generations' perception of child-rearing practices used by their parents and 
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project staff of 10.  Sponsored by MEAWARDS. 

1982-1987:  Associate Director, Comprehensive Preschool Education Project, Boğaziçi 
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Kağıçıbaşı, Diane Sunar, and Sevda Bekman. 
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1983-2002:  Consulting for public and private organizations, including organization 

development, management training (experiential human relations training), executive 

assessment, other testing and assessment, and evaluation research. 

1988:  Project Director, Public Images of Automobiles Manufactured in Turkey.   Sample 

survey of 2000 respondents.  Sponsored through Kamar Public Opinion and Market 

Research, Inc. 

1982:  Project Director, Readership Profile for Günes, a major daily Turkish newspaper.  

Sample survey of 1500 respondents. 

1982-1984:  OECD Management Training Project, Boğaziçi University.  Participation as a 

facilitator in a series of human relations training and organization development 

workshops, held at Boğaziçi University and at the School for Advanced Urban Studies, 

University of Bristol, England. 

1979:  Consultant, United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA). Coordinated 

preparation of and edited report on Turkey. 
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2010-2013:  Member, Accreditation Board, Turkish Psychological Association 

2006-2010:  Member, Committee on Accreditation of Undergraduate Psychology Programs 
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2000-present: Consulting editor, Turkish Journal of Psychology (Turk Psikoloji Dergisi) 

1993-present: Consulting editor, Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology. 

1984-1985:  Staff Writer, Professional Publications, Inc., Belmont, California. 

1965-1967:  Social Worker, Alameda County Welfare Department, Oakland, California. 
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RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

 

I.  Current Projects 

 

Smith, Peter, Sunar, D. et al. (in progress).  Comparison of three cultures with regard to 

values of dignity, face and honor and their emotional correlates. 

Cesur, S., Sunar, D., Tepe, B. & Piyale, Z. E. (forthcoming).  “Morality according to me”: 

lay conceptualizations of morality in Turkey. 

Sunar, D., Biten, A. F., Cesur, S., Piyale, Z. E., & Tepe, B. (forthcoming).  People respond 

with different moral emotions to violations of different relational models. 
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Tepe, B., Cesur, C. & Sunar, D. (2017). Just world belief and ethics of morality: When do 

we derogate the victim? Current Psychology, doi.org/10.1007/s12144-017-9737-y 

Yalçındağ, B., Özkan, T., Cesur, S., Yılmaz, O., Tepe, B., Piyale, Z. E., Biten, A. F., & 

Sunar, D. (2017). An investigation of moral foundations theory in Turkey using different 

measures.  Current Psychology, 1–18.  http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12144-017-9618-4 

Aycicegi-Dinn, A. & Sunar, D. (2017).  Çocuk yetiştirme tutumları ve bağıntılarının kültür 

içi ve kültürler arası karşılaştırılması (A cross-cultural and within-culture comparison of 

child-rearing practices and their correlates). Türk Psikoloji Dergisi (Turkish Journal of 

Psychology), 32(79), 95–110. 

Sunar, D. & Fidancı, P. E. (2016).  Farklı türdeki özgecil davranışların erken gelişimi: 

Paylaşma, yardım etme, ve bağış yapma.  (Early development of different types of 

altruistic behavior: Sharing, helping and donating).  Turkish Journal of Psychology (Türk 

Psikoloji Dergisi), 31(78), 26-41. 

Sunar, D., Kagitcibasi, C., Leckman, J., Britto, P., Panter-Brick, C., Pruett, K., Reyes, M., 

Hodges, W., Zonderman, A., Yazgan, Y., Göksel, A., Sirali, Y. (2013). Is early childhood 

relevant for peace-building?  Journal of Peacebuilding & Development, 8(3), 81-85, DOI: 

10.1080/15423166.2013.865493. 

Bikmen, N., & Sunar, D. (2013). Difficult dialogs: Majority group members’ willingness 

to talk about inequality with different minority groups. International Journal of  

Intercultural Relations, 37(4), 467–476. Doi:10.1016/j.ijintrel.2012.11.002 (SSCI – 5 cit.) 

Bolak-Boratav, H., Sunar, D., & Ataca, B.  (2011). Emotional display rules and their 

contextual determinants:  A study with Turkish university students. (In Turkish). Turkish 

Psychology Journal (Türk Psikoloji Dergisi), 27 (67), 90-101. (SSCI – 1 cit.)  

Sunar, D.  (2009). Suggestions for a new integration in the psychology of morality.  

Personality and Social Psychology Compass, 3/4 447–474, 10.1111/j.1751-

9004.2009.00191.x 
J014BSAR 
Kağıtçıbaşı, Ç., Sunar, D., Bekman, S., Baydar, N. & Cemalcılar, Z. (2009). Continuing 

effects of early enrichment in adult life: The Turkish Early Enrichment Project 22 years 

later.  Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 30(6), 764–779. (SSCI – 8 

citations) 

Matsumoto, D., Yoo, S. H., Fontaine, J., & 58 coauthors including D. Sunar (2009).  

Hypocrisy or maturity?  Culture and context differentiation.  European Journal of 

Personality, 23, 1-14.  DOI: 10.1002/per.716. (SSCI – 13 citations) 

Sanaktekin, O. H. & Sunar, D.  (2008). Persuasion and relational vs. personal bases of self-

esteem: Does the message need to be one or two-sided?  Social Behavior and 

Personality: An International Journal, 36(10), 1315-1332. (SSCI – 1 citation) 



Haskuka, M., Sunar, D. & Alp, I. E. (2008).  War exposure, attachment style, and moral 

reasoning.  Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 39, 381-401. (SSCI – 11 citations) 

Matsumoto, D., Yoo, S., Fontaine, J. & 58 coauthors including D. Sunar (2008). Mapping 

expressive differences around the world: The relationship between emotional display 

rules and individualism versus collectivism.  Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 39, 

1, 55-74.  (SSCI – 188 citations) 

Boratav, H. B. & Sunar, D. (2005).  Health psychology:  An assessment of the situation in 

Turkey. (In Turkish.)  Psikoloji Çalışmaları (Psychological Studies), 25, 1-18.   

Cemalcılar, Z., Sunar, D. & Canbeyli, R.  (2003). Learned helplessness, therapy, and 

personality traits. Journal of Social Psychology, 143(1), 65-82. (SSCI – 7 citations) 

Georgas, J., Mylonas, K., Bafiti, T., Kagitcibasi, Ç., Orung, S., Sunar, D., Charalambous, N., 

Wang, W.-Z., Stepanikova, I., Zhuravliova-Gionis, I., Gelfand, M., McBride-Chang, C., 

Poortinga, Y.H., Kwak, K., Ataca, B., Berry, J., Goodwin, R., Angleiter, A., Pick, S., 

Givaudan, M., Konantambigi, R., Marinova, V., Kodiç, Y. (2001).  Functional 

relationships in the nuclear and extended family: A 16 culture study.  International 

Journal of Psychology, 36(5), 289-300. (SSCI – 45 citations) 

Kagitcibasi, Ç., Sunar, D. & Bekman, S. (2001).  Long-term effects of early intervention.  

Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 22, 333-361. DOI: 10.1016/S0193-

3973(01)00071-5  (SSCI – 61 citations) 

Fourreau, P. & Sunar, D. (1999). Cultural and psychological factors influencing condom use 

in two samples of Turkish males. Boğaziçi Journal: Review of Social, Economic and 

Administrative Studies, Special Issue:  Symposium on Social, Economic and Cultural 

Aspects of AIDS in Turkey, 13(1), 157-180. 

Sunar, D., & Aral, S.O. (1999). Social psychological factors affecting the spread and 

prevention of AIDS and other STDs in Turkey. Boğaziçi Journal: Review of Social, 

Economic and Administrative Studies, Special Issue:  Symposium on Social, Economic 

and Cultural Aspects of AIDS in Turkey, 13(1), 63-80. 

Ataca, B., & Sunar, D. (1999). Continuity and change in Turkish urban family life. 

Psychology and Developing Societies, 11 (1), 77-90. (SSCI) 

Watkins, D., Adair, J., Akande, A., Gerong, A., McInerney, D., Sunar, D., Watson, S., Wen, 

Q., & Wondimu, H. (1998).  Individualism-collectivism, gender, and the self-concept:  A 

nine-country investigation.  Psychologia, 41(4), 259-271. (SSCI – 25 citations) 

Sunar, D. G. (1988).  Attitudes of Turkish students toward elderly relatives.  Journal of 

Cross-Cultural Gerontology, 3, 41-52. 

Sunar, D. G. (1982).  Female stereotypes in the United States and Turkey:  An application of 

functional theory to perception in power relationships.  Journal of Cross-Cultural 

Psychology, 13(4), 445-460. (SSCI – 10 citations) 
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Sunar, D. G. (1978).  Stereotypes of the powerless: A social psychological analysis.  

Psychological Reports, 43, 511-528. 

Sunar, D. G. & LeCompte, W. A.  (1977).  People, places and physical contact: A study of 
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Aral, S. O. & Sunar, D. G. (1977). Interaction and justice norms:  A cross-national 
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Sunar, D. G. & Aral, S. O.  (1977).  Norms of reciprocity and compensation among Turkish 

students.  METU Studies in Development, 7, 69-81. 

Aral, S. O. & Sunar, D. G. (1975).  Social interaction and justice norms.  Hacettepe Bulletin 

of Social Sciences and Humanities, 7, (1-2), 51-58. 



III. Publications – Books and Chapters 

 

Sunar, D. (2018). The psychology of morality. Online Readings in Psychology and Culture, 

2(1). https://doi.org/10.9707/2307-0919.1012 

Sunar, D., Cesur, S., Tepe, B., Piyale, Z. E., & Biten, A. F. (2017).  İhlal edilen ilişki 

modelleri çerçevesinde duyguların ahlaki yargı ile ilişkisi (The relation between moral 

judgments and emotions in the context of violation of relational models).  In D. 

Kökdemir & Z. Y. Kökdemir (eds.), I. Sosyal Psikoloji Kongresi Bildiri Kitabı, 367-377. 

ISBN: 978-605-66074-5-5, available at http://psksosyal.net/ (Selected papers from the 1st 

Social Psychology Congress, Ankara, Turkey, November 2016). 

Sunar, D., Tosun, Ö. Ç., & Tokuş, T. (2016).  Self-blaming and other-blaming moral 

emotions are complementary: Two studies in Turkish culture.  In C. Roland-Lévy, P. 

Denoux, B. Voyer, P. Boski & W. K. Gabrenya Jr. (Eds.), Unity, diversity and culture: 

Research and Scholarship Selected from the 22nd Congress of the International 
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International Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology. Accessed via www.iaccp.org 

Britto, P. R., Gordon, I., Hodges, W., Sunar, D., Kagitcibasi, C. & Leckman, J. F. (2014).  

Ecology of peace. In J.F. Leckman, C. Panter-Brick, & R. Salah (eds.), Pathways to 

peace: The transformative power of children and families.  Strüngmann Forum Reports, 

MIT Press.  Pp. 27-39. 

Morgan, B., Sunar, D., Carter, C. S., Leckman, J. F., Fry, D. P., Keverne, E. B., Kolassa, I.-

T., Kumsta, R., & Olds, D. (2014).  Human biological development and peace: Genes, 

brains, safety and justice. In J.F. Leckman, C. Panter-Brick, & R. Salah (eds.), Pathways 

to peace: The transformative power of children and families.  Strüngmann Forum 

Reports, MIT Press. Pp. 95-128. 

Akcalan, G., Sunar, D., & Bolak-Boratav, H. (2013).  Comparison of the AROUSAL 

dimension in Turkey and the USA.  In K. R. Scherer & J. R. J. Fontaine (eds.), 

Components of emotional meaning: A sourcebook. Oxford University Press. 462-466. 

Sunar, D. (2013). Kentli Türk ailelerin üç neslinde annelerin, babaların çocuk yetiştirme 

pratikleri ve benlik saygısı (Der.) S. Bekman  & A. Aksu-Koç, İnsan gelişimi, aile ve 

kültür: Farklı bakış açıları, 311-331, Koç Üniversitesi Yayınları. 

Sunar, D.  (2009). Mothers’ and fathers’ child rearing practices and self esteem in three 

generations of urban Turkish families.  In Bekman, S. & Aksu-Koc, A. (Eds.), 

Perspectives on human development, family and culture, pp 126-139.  New York:  

Cambridge University Press. 

Sunar, D. & Fisek, G. (2005).  Contemporary Turkish families.  In J. Roopnarine  & U. 

Gielen (Eds.), Families in global perspective, pp. 169-183.  Allyn & Bacon/Pearson. 

Bikmen, N. & Sunar, D. (2004). Representing the ethnic “Other”: Stereotypes of ethnic 

groups in Turkey. In N. Kuran-Burcoglu & S. G. Miller  (Eds.),  Representations of the 

"Other/s" in the Mediterranean world and their impact on the region.  Istanbul:  The Isis 

Press, pp. 201-216. 

Sunar, D. (2002). The psychology of morality.  In W. J. Lonner, D. L. Dinnel, S. A. Hayes, 

& D. N. Sattler (Eds.), OnLine Readings in Psychology and Culture, Western 

Washington University, Department of Psychology, Center for Cross-Cultural Research 

Web site: http://www.wwu.edu/~culture 

Sunar, D. (2002). Change and continuity in the Turkish middle class family.  In E. Ozdalga 

& R Liljestrom (Eds.), Autonomy and dependence in family:  Turkey and Sweden in 

critical perspective. Istanbul:  Swedish Research Institute. 

Sunar, D.  (1999). Culture and gender influences on self-concept and the bases of self- 

esteem: Four Turkish studies.  In W.J. Lonner, D.L. Dinnel, K.K. Forgays, & S.A. Hayes 

http://psksosyal.net/
http://www.iaccp.org/


(eds), Merging past, present, and future in cross-cultural psychology:  Selected 

proceedings of the 14th International Congress of the International Association for 

Cross-Cultural Psychology.  Pp. 387-395.  Lisse:  Swets & Zeitlinger. 

Sunar, D. (1998). Social, cultural and psychological factors in the AIDS epidemic in Turkey 

(In Turkish.) Selected scientific papers from the 9th National Psychology Congress.  

Ankara: Turkish Psychologists’ Association. (Pp. 113-122) 

Çörüs, G. & Sunar, D. (1998). Follow-up study of the effects on mothers of the mother 

training program.  (In Turkish.)  Selected scientific papers from the 9th National 

Psychology Congress.  Ankara: Turkish Psychologists’ Association.  (Pp. 73-82). 

Ataca, B. & Sunar, D. (1998). Continuity and change in urban middle class family life. (In 

Turkish.)  Selected scientific papers from the 9th National Psychology Congress. Ankara 

Turkish Psychologists’Association.  (Pp. 135-144). 

Ataca, B., Sunar, D. & Kagitcibasi, Ç. (1996).  Variance in fertility due to sex-related 

differentiation in child-rearing practices.  In H. Grad, A. Blanco, & J. Georgas (Eds.), 

Key issues in cross-cultural psychology.  Lisse:  Swets & Zeitlinger. 

Kagitcibasi, Ç., Bekman, S., & Sunar, D.G. (1993). Success begins in the family:  A 

multipurpose educational model.  (In Turkish.) Istanbul:  Ya-Pa. 

Kagitcibasi, Ç. & Sunar, D.G. (1992).  Family and socialization in Turkey.  In J. L. 

Roopnarine & D. B. Carter (Eds.), Parent-child relations in diverse cultural settings:  

Socialization for instrumental competency.  Annual Advances in Applied Developmental 
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Kagitcibasi, Ç., Sunar, D. G. & Bekman, S. (1991). Handbook for the mother training 

program. (In Turkish.)  Ankara: UNICEF. 

Özgür, S. & Sunar, D. G. (1982).  Social psychological patterns of homicide in Turkey: A 

comparison of male and female convicted murderers.  In Ç. Kagitcibasi, (Ed.), Sex roles, 

family and community in Turkey.  Indiana University Turkish Studies 3. 
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Sunar, D. (2014).  Family support programs review.  In “Informed Families, Healthy 

Generations Project”.  Culture City Foundation (Kültür Kenti Vakfı) and Bernard van 

Leer Foundation. 

Hatiboglu, N., Kuey, L., & Sunar, D. (2012). Child abuse and its relationship with 

attachment patterns in a group of Turkish university students.   European Psychiatry, 27, 

Supp. 1, Abstracts of the 20th European Congress of Psychiatry, Meeting Abstract: P-
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Unpublished manuscript. 
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Koç, A., Sunar, D. & Kocaoğlu, B. (1995). The effect of milk supplements on physical and 
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Kagitcibasi, Ç., Sunar, D. G. & Bekman, S. (1988).  Comprehensive preschool education 

project:  Final report.  Ottawa:  IDRC Manuscript Report 209e. 
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Sunar, D. (2018).  A short history of the psychology of morality.  Invited lecture at the 

Symposium on Moral Psychology, Istanbul University. May 14, 2018. 

Sunar, D., Cesur, S., Tepe, B. & Piyale, Z. E. (2018).  Moral emotions show a unique pattern 

in authority ranking relationships. Poster presented at the 30th annual convention of 

the Association for Psychological Science (APS), May 23-27, San Francisco. 

Sunar, D., Cesur, S., Tepe, B. & Piyale, Z. E. (2018).  Relational models and moral 

emotions. Presentation at the annual meeting of the Consortium of European Research 

on Emotion, Glasgow, Scotland, April 4-5. 

Sunar, D. (2017). Social psychology and peace: What do we have to offer?  Invited lecture at the 

2nd Social Psychology Congress, November 27-29, Famagusta, Northern Cyprus 

Cesur, S., Piyale, Z. E., Tepe, B. & Sunar, D. (2017). Ahlakın kavramsallaştırılması 

(Conceptualizing morality). Paper presented at the 2nd Social Psychology Congress, 

November 27-29, Famagusta, Northern Cyprus. 

Sunar, D., Cesur, S., Biten, A. F., Piyale, Z. E., & Tepe, B. (2016).  İhlal edilen ilişki 

modelleri çerçevesinde duyguların ahlaki yargı ile ilişkisi.  (Relations between emotions 

and moral judgments in the context of violation of relational models).  Paper presented at 

the 1st Social Psychology Congress, November 17-19, Ankara, Turkey. 

Sunar, D., Cesur, S., Biten, A. F., Piyale, Z. E., & Tepe, B. (2016).  İhlal edilen ilişki 

modeli'nin ahlaki yargılara ve öfke duygusuna etkisi (Effects of violation of relational 

models on moral judgments and the emotion of anger).  Poster presented at the 16th 

National Psychology Congress, September 5-7, Izmir, Turkey. 

Tepe, B., Cesur, S. & Sunar, D. (2016).  Adil dünya inancı, sezgisel ahlak ve ahlaki 

duygular: Mağdur ve suçlu bağlamında adaletsizlik (Just World Belief, intuitive morality 

and moral emotions).  Poster presented at the 16th National Psychology Congress, 

September 5-7, Izmir, Turkey. 

Tepe, B., Cesur, S. & Sunar, D. (2016). Just world belief and moral emotions: Do we really 

derogate the victim?  Paper presented at 16th Biennial Conference of the International 

Society for Justice Research, July 20-23, Canterbury, United Kingdom. 

Sunar, D. (2014).  Scientific evaluation of early childhood interventions:  Problems and 

possible solutions.  Invited address at Symposium on the Prevention of Violence Against 

Children:  Informed Families, Healthy Generations Project.  December 11, Istanbul. 

Sunar, D., Tosun, Ö. Ç. & Tokuş, T. (2014). Self-blaming and other-blaming emotions are 

reciprocal: Two Turkish studies.  Paper presented at the Conference of the International 

Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology, July 15-19, Reims, France. 

Sunar, D. (2013).  Early childhood development as a pathway to peace: Theory and practice.  

Presentation at the Early Childhood Peace Consortium – UNICEF. September 20, New 

York, NY. 

Sunar, D. & Çağın, Ö. (2013).  Moral emotions are reciprocal: A relational models 

perspective.  Presentation at the Department of Anthropology, UCLA, May 15. 

Sunar, D. (2013). The relation of early childhood development and peace: An international 

poll of expert opinion. Paper presented at the Regional Conference of the International 

Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology, June 20-22, Los Angeles, California. 
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